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These accounts of the Maccabean revolt, by which the sons of Mattathias reclaimed the temple of Jerusalem,
tell an important story of the founding of the Jewish people. "The Hammerers" is the meaning of the
nickname "Maccabees," given to Mattathias's sons, who lived in a time of revolution. Empires struggled for
control of Greece, Egypt, and Asia, and the small population of Jews tried to preserve their claim to Judea.
The five brothers also made heroic contributions to the practice of Judaism. Their rededication of the temple
establishes the annual celebration of Hanukkah, and the martyr stories in Second Maccabees emphasize
faithfulness to the law of Moses.

The books of First and Second Maccabees are also important for Christians, as in them is told how the
Jewish people established the political and religious culture into which Jesus was born. The martyr stories
inform the early Christian martyrdoms, and the books are written in Greek, the language in which the Jews
of Jesus' time read the Scriptures. As Father Harrington notes, without the Maccabees "the fate of Judaism
(and with it Christianity and Islam) was uncertain."
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

The guide untitled First and Second Maccabees (NEW COLLEGEVILLE BIBLE COMMENTARY: OLD
TESTAMENT) is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of First and
Second Maccabees (NEW COLLEGEVILLE BIBLE COMMENTARY: OLD TESTAMENT) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Meagan Shaffer:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. First and Second Maccabees (NEW COLLEGEVILLE BIBLE
COMMENTARY: OLD TESTAMENT) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who
have those short time problems.

Joshua Mendez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This First and Second Maccabees (NEW COLLEGEVILLE BIBLE
COMMENTARY: OLD TESTAMENT) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this
one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have First and
Second Maccabees (NEW COLLEGEVILLE BIBLE COMMENTARY: OLD TESTAMENT).

Randall Hernandez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide First and Second Maccabees (NEW COLLEGEVILLE BIBLE
COMMENTARY: OLD TESTAMENT) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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