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Immigrating to the United States, Italians, like all others arriving on America's shores, were made to fill out a
standardized immigration form. In the box for race, they faced two choices: North Italian or South Italian.
On the line requesting information on color, they wrote simply "white." By World War II, the only option
they had for race and color questions was "white."
This identification is suggestive of the many ways in which Italians became white on arrival in the United
States, as Thomas A. Guglielmo demonstrates in this prize-winning book. While many suffered from racial
prejudice and discrimination, they were nonetheless viewed as white, with all the privileges this color
classification bestowed, in the corridors of American power--from judges to journalists, from organized labor
to politicians, from race scientists to realtors.
Taking the mass Italian immigration of the late 19th century as his starting point and drawing on dozens of
oral histories and a diverse array of primary sources in English and Italian, Guglielmo focuses on how
perceptions of Italians' race and color were shaped in one of America's great centers of immigration and
labor, Chicago. His account skillfully weaves together the major events of Chicago immigrant history--the
"Chicago Color Riot" of 1919, the rise of Italian organized crime, and the rise of industrial unionism--with
national and international events--such as the rise of fascism and the Italian-Ethiopian War of 1935-36--to
present the story of how Italians approached, learned, and lived race. By tracking their evolving position in
the city's racial hierarchy, Guglielmo reveals the impact of racial classification--both formal and informal--
on immigrants' abilities to acquire homes and jobs, start families, and gain opportunities in America.
Carefully drawing the distinction between race and color, Guglielmo argues that whiteness proved Italians'
most valuable asset for making it in America. Even so, Italians were reluctant to identify themselves
explicitly as white until World War II. By separating examples of discrimination against Italians from the
economic and social advantages they accrued from their acceptance as whites, Guglielmo counters the claims
of many ethnic Americans that hard work alone enabled their extraordinary success, especially when
compared to non-white groups whose upward mobility languished. A compelling story, White on Arrival
contains profound implications for our understanding of race and ethnic acculturation in the United States, as
well as twentieth-century immigration, urban, and political history.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

The book White on Arrival: Italians, Race, Color, and Power in Chicago, 1890-1945 will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book White on Arrival: Italians, Race,
Color, and Power in Chicago, 1890-1945 is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Richard Tipton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this White on Arrival: Italians, Race, Color, and
Power in Chicago, 1890-1945 e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question White on Arrival:
Italians, Race, Color, and Power in Chicago, 1890-1945 as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Andre Todd:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. White on Arrival: Italians, Race, Color, and Power in Chicago, 1890-1945 can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Diane McCarthy:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and White on Arrival: Italians, Race, Color, and
Power in Chicago, 1890-1945 or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes White on Arrival: Italians, Race, Color, and Power in Chicago,
1890-1945 to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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