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Through a detailed unpacking of the castaway genre’s appeal in English literature, Empire Islands forwards
our understanding of the sociopsychology of British Empire. Rebecca Weaver-Hightower argues
convincingly that by helping generations of readers to make sense of—and perhaps feel better
about—imperial aggression, the castaway story in effect enabled the expansion and maintenance of
European empire.Empire Islands asks why so many colonial authors chose islands as the setting for their
stories of imperial adventure and why so many postcolonial writers “write back” to those island castaway
narratives. Drawing on insightful readings of works from Thomas More’s Utopia to Caribbean novels like
George Lamming’s Water with Berries, from canonical works such as Robinson Crusoe and The Tempest to
the lesser-known A Narrative of the Life and Astonishing Adventures of John Daniel by Ralph Morris,
Weaver-Hightower examines themes of cannibalism, piracy, monstrosity, imperial aggression, and the
concept of going native. Ending with analysis of contemporary film and the role of the United States in
global neoimperialism, Weaver-Hightower exposes how island narratives continue not only to describe but
to justify colonialism.Rebecca Weaver-Hightower is assistant professor of English and postcolonial studies
at the University of North Dakota.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Brown:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Empire Islands: Castaways,
Cannibals, and Fantasies of Conquest. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Celia Robertson:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Empire Islands: Castaways, Cannibals,
and Fantasies of Conquest book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Darrell Mayo:

The reserve untitled Empire Islands: Castaways, Cannibals, and Fantasies of Conquest is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Empire Islands: Castaways, Cannibals, and Fantasies of Conquest from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Bruce Williamson:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Empire Islands: Castaways, Cannibals,
and Fantasies of Conquest is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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