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Melody Maxwell’s The Woman I Am analyzes the traditional, progressive, and potential roles female
Southern Baptist writers and editors portrayed for Southern Baptist women from 1906 to 2006, particularly
in the area of missions.

The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) represents the largest Protestant denomination in the United States,
yet Southern Baptist women’s voices have been underreported in studies of American religion and culture. In
The Woman I Am, Melody Maxwell explores how female Southern Baptist writers and editors in the
twentieth century depicted changing roles for women and responded to the tensions that arose as Southern
Baptist women assumed leadership positions, especially in the areas of missions and denominational support.

Given access to a century of primary sources and archival documents, Maxwell writes, as did many of her
subjects, in a style that deftly combines the dispassionate eye of an observer with the multidimensional grasp
of a participant. She examines magazines published by Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), an auxiliary to
the SBC: Our Mission Fields (1906–1914), Royal Service (1914–1995), Contempo (1970–1995), and
Missions Mosaic (1995–2006). In them, she traces how WMU writers and editors perceived, constructed,
and expanded the lives of southern women.

Showing ingenuity and resiliency, these writers and editors continually, though not always consciously,
reshaped their ideal of Christian womanhood to better fit the new paths open to women in American culture
and Southern Baptist life. Maxwell’s work demonstrates that Southern Baptists have transformed their views
on biblically sanctioned roles for women over a relatively short historical period.

How Southern Baptist women perceive women’s roles in their churches, homes, and the wider world is of
central importance to readers interested in religion, society, and gender in the United States. The Woman I
Am is a tour de force that makes a lasting contribution to the world’s understanding of Southern Baptists and
to their understanding of themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Bryant:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist
Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Samantha Williams:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist
Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) book because book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Phillis Ries:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American
Culture), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Vickie Flores:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings,
1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough



space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.
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