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The tension between professional expertise and democratic governance has become increasingly significant
in Western politics. Environmental politics in particular is a hotbed for citizens who actively challenge the
imposition of expert theories that ignore forms of local knowledge that can help to relate technical facts to
social values.
Where information ideologues see the modern increase in information as capable of making everyone
smarter, others see the emergence of a society divided between those with and those without knowledge.
Suggesting realistic strategies to bridge this divide, Fischer calls for meaningful nonexpert involvement in
policymaking and shows how the deliberations of ordinary citizens can help solve complex social and
environmental problems by contributing local contextual knowledge to the professionals’ expertise. While
incorporating theoretical critiques of positivism and methodology, he also offers hard evidence to
demonstrate that the ordinary citizen is capable of a great deal more participation than is generally
recognized. Popular epidemiology in the United States, the Danish consensus conference, and participatory
resource mapping in India serve as examples of the type of inquiry he proposes, showing how the local
knowledge of citizens is invaluable to policy formation. In his conclusion Fischer examines the implications
of the approach for participatory democracy and the democratization of contemporary deliberative structures.
This study will interest political scientists, public policy practitioners, sociologists, scientists,
environmentalists, political activists, urban planners, and public administrators along with those interested in
understanding the relationship between democracy and science in a modern technological society.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Rodriguez:

This Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will
be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The
Politics of Local Knowledge without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge
can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local
Knowledge having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

William Tietjen:

This book untitled Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge.

Dan Villanueva:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Citizens, Experts, and
the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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