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Kevin Starr is the foremost chronicler of the California dream and indeed one of the finest narrative
historians writing today on any subject. The first two installments of his monumental cultural history,
Americans and the California Dream, have been hailed as "mature, well-proportioned and marvelously
diverse (and diverting)" (The New York Times Book Review), "rich in details and alive with interesting, and
sometimes incredible people" (Los Angeles Times), and "a luminous and delightful saga that will become an
American classic" (W. Jackson Bate). Now, in Material Dreams, Starr turns to one of the most vibrant
decades in the Golden State's history, the 1920s, when some two million Americans migrated to California,
the vast majority settling in or around Los Angeles.
Although he treats readers to intriguing side trips to Santa Barbara and Pasadena, Starr focuses here mainly
on Los Angeles, revealing how this major city arose almost defiantly on a site lacking many of the
advantages required for urban development, creating itself out of sheer will, the Great Gatsby of American
cities. He describes how William Ellsworth Smyth, the Peter the Hermit of the Irrigation Crusade,
propounded the importance of water in Southern California's future, and how such figures as the self-
educated, Irish engineer William Mulholland (who built the main aquaducts to Los Angeles) and George
Chaffey (who diverted the Colorado River, transforming desert into the lush Imperial Valley) brought life-
supporting water to the arid South. He examines the discovery of oil ("Yes it's oil, oil, oil / that makes LA
boil," went the official drinking song of the Uplifters Club), the boosters and land developers, the evangelists
(such as Bob Shuler, the Methodist Savanarola of Los Angeles, and Aimee Semple McPherson), and
countless other colorful figures of the period. There are also fascinating sections on the city's architecture
(such as the remarkably innovative Bradbury Building and its eccentric, neophyte designer, George Wyman),
the impact of the automobile on city planning, the great antiquarian book collections, the Hollywood film
community, and much more.
By the end of the decade, Los Angeles had tripled in population and become the fifth largest city in the
nation. In Material Dreams, Kevin Starr captures this explosive growth in a narrative tour de force that
combines wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s (Americans
and the California Dream). Try to face the book Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s
(Americans and the California Dream) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Enrique Boggs:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them
is this Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s (Americans and the California Dream).

Pedro Lewis:

The reason why? Because this Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s (Americans and the
California Dream) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Leah Humphries:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s (Americans



and the California Dream) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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