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This book is an analysis of surgical practice during the Great War, 1914-1918, focusing closely on the
human aspects of the surgery of warfare and how developments in the understanding of injuries sustained in
warfare occurred.

The First World War resulted in appalling wounds that quickly became grossly infected. The medical
profession had to rapidly modify its clinical practice to deal with the major problems presented by
overwhelming sepsis. Besides risk of infection, there were many other issues to be addressed including
casualty evacuation, anesthesia, the use of X-rays and how to deal with disfiguring wounds - plastic surgery
in its infancy.

The core of the book lies in 10 essays covering a wide variety of topics, including: the evacuation of
casualties; anesthesia, shock and resuscitation; pathology; X-rays; orthopedic wounds; abdominal wounds;
chest wounds; wounds of the skull and brain; the development of plastic surgery. All material is supported
by an extensive number of figures, tables and images.

This book is firmly aimed at all those with a passion for the history of this period. While it will be of interest
to those in medical spheres the editors have ensured that the essays are accessible and of interest to a non-
medical readership.

War Surgery 1914-18 contributes greatly to our understanding of the surgery of warfare. Surgeons working
in Casualty Clearing Stations during the years 1914-1918 laid the foundations for modern war surgery as
practiced today in Afghanistan and elsewhere.

REVIEWS

"This is a brilliant book. Considering that the editors and contributors are medical professionals, it reads
incredibly well as a history book - much more readable than many a military history text! I recommend it
wholeheartedly to any historian of the Great War who wishes to develop a broader understanding of
battlefield medicine. It has certainly helped me to broaden mine, and I must confess, I now think that
researching casualties of war without looking at surgery in war is simply inadequate. "
James Daly, Daly History Blog

"....A most interesting book, both from a World War I historical perspective and from the major changes in
medicine that are so well outlined."
British Journal of Surgery

"A most valuable addition to our knowledge of the war it is also a tribute to the pioneers of many aspects of
surgery - the evacuation may now be by helicopter and the modern equivalent of the Casualty Clearing
Station full of high-tech equipment, but the basic principles established in the Great War for the treatment of
wounds are just as valid today and are still helping to save British soldiers' lives in Afghanistan.



Bulletin of the Military Historical Society

The writing is clear, concise, expertly suited to those lacking medical knowledge, yet not passe'e to the
expert. The book's many well-chosen illustrations are greatly aided by printing on high quality coated paper.
Although it is far too early to name my Great War book of the year, I have little doubt that War Surgery
1914-18 will be a major contender. Very highly recommended.

Stand To! Journal of the Western Front Association

"...an excellent, well presented and well illustrated book, printed on good quality paper... very highly
recommended."
Mars & Clio -Newsletter of the British Commission for Military History

"...important reading for anyone involved in war and conflict injuries."
Journal of Plastic, Reconstructive & Aesthetic Surgery

"The production value of this book is very high and the quality of maps, text and photography extremely
good. Many of the treatments and protocols that we take for granted now developed out of the trial and error
of the wartime period. I recommend this book most highly for those interested in developing a deeper
appreciation of the complexity and development of both treatment as well as medical logistics during a time
of conflict."
Royal Canadian Air Force Journal
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Jones:

Here thing why this specific WAR SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military History) are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. WAR SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military
History) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no book that similar with WAR SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military History). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of WAR
SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military History) in e-book can be your substitute.

John Glass:

This WAR SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military History) are generally reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this WAR SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in
Military History) can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
types. Beside that this WAR SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military History) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Sheila Foxworth:

This WAR SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military History) is completely new way for you who has
interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this WAR
SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military History) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this
e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Jim Loop:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve WAR SURGERY 1914-18 (Helion Studies in Military History) was filled



concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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