
Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New
Religious Economy

R. Andrew Chesnut

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0195314867
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0195314867
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0195314867


Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy

R. Andrew Chesnut

Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy R. Andrew Chesnut
For over four centuries the Catholic Church enjoyed a religious monopoly in Latin America in which
potential rivals were repressed or outlawed. Latin Americans were born Catholic and the only real choice
they had was whether to actively practice the faith. Taking advantage of the legal disestablishment of the
Catholic Church between the late 1800s and the early 1900s, Pentecostals almost single-handedly built a new
pluralist religious economy. By the 1950s, many Latin Americans were free to choose from among the
hundreds of available religious "products," a dizzying array of religious options that range from the African-
Brazilian religion of Umbanda to the New Age group known as the Vegetable Union.
R. Andrew Chesnut shows how the development of religious pluralism over the past half-century has
radically transformed the "spiritual economy" of Latin America. In order to thrive in this new religious
economy, says Chesnut, Latin American spiritual "firms" must develop an attractive product and know how
to market it to popular consumers. Three religious groups, he demonstrates, have proven to be the most
skilled competitors in the new unregulated religious economy. Protestant Pentecostalism, the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, and African diaspora religions such as Brazilian Candomble and Haitian Vodou have
emerged as the most profitable religious producers. Chesnut explores the general effects of a free market,
such as introduction of consumer taste and product specialization, and shows how they have played out in
the Latin American context. He notes, for example, that women make up the majority of the religious
consumer market, and explores how the three groups have developed to satisfy women's tastes and
preferences. Moving beyond the Pentecostal boom and the rise and fall of liberation theology, Chesnut
provides a fascinating portrait of the Latin American religious landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Woodruff:

The publication untitled Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
research when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Desmond Goforth:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy.

Cruz Fleury:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of
you.

Mary Ruch:

You will get this Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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