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Condoleezza Rice has excelled as a diplomat, political scientist, and concert pianist.  Her achievements run
the gamut from helping to oversee the collapse of communism in Europe and the decline of the Soviet
Union, to working to protect the country in the aftermath of 9-11, to becoming only the second woman - and
the first black woman ever -- to serve as Secretary of State.
 
But until she was 25 she never learned to swim.
 
Not because she wouldn't have loved to, but because when she was a little girl in Birmingham, Alabama,
Commissioner of Public Safety Bull Connor decided he'd rather shut down the city's pools than give black
citizens access.
 
Throughout the 1950's, Birmingham's black middle class largely succeeded in insulating their children from
the most corrosive effects of racism, providing multiple support systems to ensure the next generation would
live better than the last.  But by 1963, when Rice was applying herself to her fourth grader's lessons, the
situation had grown intolerable.  Birmingham was an environment where blacks were expected to keep their
head down and do what they were told -- or face violent consequences. That spring two bombs exploded in
Rice’s neighborhood amid a series of chilling Klu Klux Klan attacks.  Months later, four young girls lost
their lives in a particularly vicious bombing.
 
So how was Rice able to achieve what she ultimately did?
 
Her father, John, a minister and educator, instilled a love of sports and politics.  Her mother, a teacher,
developed Condoleezza’s passion for piano and exposed her to the fine arts.  From both, Rice learned the
value of faith in the face of hardship and the importance of giving back to the community.  Her parents’
fierce unwillingness to set limits propelled her to the venerable halls of Stanford University, where she
quickly rose through the ranks to become the university’s second-in-command.  An expert in Soviet and
Eastern European Affairs, she played a leading role in U.S. policy as the Iron Curtain fell and the Soviet
Union disintegrated.  Less than a decade later, at the apex of the hotly contested 2000 presidential election,
she received the exciting news – just shortly before her father’s death – that she would go on to the White
House as the first female National Security Advisor. 
 
As comfortable describing lighthearted family moments as she is recalling the poignancy of her mother’s
cancer battle and the heady challenge of going toe-to-toe with Soviet leaders, Rice holds nothing back in this
remarkably candid telling. This is the story of Condoleezza Rice that has never been told, not that of an
ultra-accomplished world leader, but of a little girl – and a young woman -- trying to find her place in a
sometimes hostile world and of two exceptional parents, and an extended family and community, that made
all the difference.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sophia Myers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that Extraordinary, Ordinary People: A Memoir
of Family book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

James Williams:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the guide untitled Extraordinary, Ordinary People: A Memoir of Family can be great book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

David Burch:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Extraordinary, Ordinary People: A
Memoir of Family, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Helen Christopher:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Extraordinary, Ordinary People: A Memoir of Family when you required it?
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