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Starting with Freud's "projection theory" of religion-that belief in God is merely a product of man's desire for
security-Professor Vitz argues that psychoanalysis actually provides a more satisfying explanation for
atheism. Disappointment in one's earthly father, whether through death, absence, or mistreatment, frequently
leads to a rejection of God. A biographical survey of influential atheists of the past four centuries shows that
this "defective father hypothesis" provides a consistent explanation of the "intense atheism" of these thinkers.
A survey of the leading intellectual defenders of Christianity over the same period confirms the hypothesis,
finding few defective fathers. Professor Vitz concludes with an intriguing comparison of male and female
atheists and a consideration of other psychological factors that can contribute to atheism.

Professor Vitz does not argue that atheism is psychologically determined. Each man, whatever his
experiences, ultimately chooses to accept God or reject him. Yet the cavalier attribution of religious faith to
irrational, psychological needs is so prevalent that an exposition of the psychological factors predisposing
one to atheism is necessary.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important
the book Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Estelle Hicks:

The book Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Faith of the Fatherless: The
Psychology of Atheism? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

David Creason:

This Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of
Atheism can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ida Acord:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology
of Atheism.
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