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Throughout much of the twentieth century, Mexican Americans experienced segregation in many areas of
public life, but the structure of Mexican segregation differed from the strict racial divides of the Jim Crow
South. Factors such as higher socioeconomic status, lighter skin color, and Anglo cultural fluency allowed
some Mexican Americans to gain limited access to the Anglo power structure. Paradoxically, however, this
partial assimilation made full desegregation more difficult for the rest of the Mexican American community,
which continued to experience informal segregation long after federal and state laws officially ended the
practice.

In this historical ethnography, Jennifer R. Nájera offers a layered rendering and analysis of Mexican
segregation in a South Texas community in the first half of the twentieth century. Using oral histories and
local archives, she brings to life Mexican origin peoples' experiences with segregation. Through their stories
and supporting documentary evidence, Nájera shows how the ambiguous racial status of Mexican origin
people allowed some of them to be exceptions to the rule of Anglo racial dominance. She demonstrates that
while such exceptionality might suggest the permeability of the color line, in fact the selective and limited
incorporation of Mexicans into Anglo society actually reinforced segregation by creating an illusion that the
community had been integrated and no further changes were needed. Nájera also reveals how the actions of
everyday people ultimately challenged racial/racist ideologies and created meaningful spaces for Mexicans
in spheres historically dominated by Anglos.
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From reader reviews:

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The
Borderlands of Race: Mexican Segregation in a South Texas Town to read.

Lavonne Ouellette:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Borderlands of Race: Mexican Segregation in a
South Texas Town as your daily resource information.

Mark Bottoms:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Borderlands of Race: Mexican Segregation in a South Texas Town, you may tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a book.

Michael Trejo:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this



The Borderlands of Race: Mexican Segregation in a South Texas Town can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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