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This volume is the first to present Wordsworth's great poem in all three of its forms. It reprints, on
facing pages, the version of The Prelude that was completed in 1805, together with the much-revised
work published after the poets death in 1850. In addition, the editors include the two-part version of
the poem, composed in 1798-99. Each of these poems possesses distinctive qualities and values; to read
them together provides an incomparable chance to observe a great poet composing and re-composing,
throughout a long life, his major work.

There are no fewer than seventeen manuscripts of The Prelude in the Wordsworth library at Grasmere.
Working with these materials, the editors have prepared an accurate reading version of 1799 and have newly
edited from manuscripts the texts of 1805 and 1850?thus freeing the latter poem from the unwarranted
alterations made by Wordsworth's literary executors. The editors also provide a text of MS. JJ (Wordsworth's
earliest drafts for parts of The Prelude) as well as transcriptions of other important passages in manuscript
which Wordsworth failed to include in any fair copy of his poem. The texts are fully annotated, and the notes
for all three versions of The Prelude are arranged so that each version may be read independently. The
editors provide a concise history of the texts and describe the principles by which each has been transcribed
from the manuscripts.

There are many other aids for a thorough study of The Prelude and its background. A chronological table
enables the reader to contextualize the biographical and historical allusions in the texts and footnotes.

"References to The Prelude in Process" presents the relevant allusions to the poem, by Wordsworth and by
members of his circle, from 1799 to 1850. Another section, "Early Reception," reprints significant comments
on the published version of 1850 by readers and reviewers.

Finally, there are seven critical essays by Jonathan Wordsworth, M. H. Abrams, Geoffrey H. Hartman,
Richard J. Onorato, William Empson, Herbert Lindenberger, and W. B. Gallie.
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From reader reviews:

Horace Godbolt:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions) had
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions) is not
only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Prelude:
1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Agatha Roughton:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The
Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Wanda Mason:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical
Editions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Prelude: 1799,
1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Teresa Hanson:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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