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We live in the grip of a great illusion about politics, Pierre Manent argues in A World beyond Politics? It's
the illusion that we would be better off without politics--at least national politics, and perhaps all politics. It
is a fantasy that if democratic values could somehow detach themselves from their traditional national
context, we could enter a world of pure democracy, where human society would be ruled solely according to
law and morality. Borders would dissolve in unconditional internationalism and nations would collapse into
supranational organizations such as the European Union. Free of the limits and sins of politics, we could
finally attain the true life.

In contrast to these beliefs, which are especially widespread in Europe, Manent reasons that the political
order is the key to the human order. Human life, in order to have force and meaning, must be concentrated in
a particular political community, in which decisions are made through collective, creative debate. The best
such community for democratic life, he argues, is still the nation-state.

Following the example of nineteenth-century political philosophers such as Alexis de Tocqueville and John
Stuart Mill, Manent first describes a few essential features of democracy and the nation-state, and then shows
how these characteristics illuminate many aspects of our present political circumstances. He ends by arguing
that both democracy and the nation-state are under threat--from apolitical tendencies such as the cult of
international commerce and attempts to replace democratic decisions with judicial procedures.
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From reader reviews:

Bert Gomes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this A World beyond Politics?: A
Defense of the Nation-State (New French Thought Series) book as beginner and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mary Manzo:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this A World beyond
Politics?: A Defense of the Nation-State (New French Thought Series) book since this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Sheila Rivera:

The experience that you get from A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the Nation-State (New French
Thought Series) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you
get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but A World beyond Politics?: A
Defense of the Nation-State (New French Thought Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the Nation-State (New
French Thought Series) instantly.

David Baxter:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the
Nation-State (New French Thought Series) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion
for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the guide A World beyond Politics?: A Defense of the



Nation-State (New French Thought Series) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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