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Princess Diana, Jackie O, Grace Kelly?the star icon is the most talked about yet least understood persona.
The object of adoration, fantasy, and cult obsession, the star icon is a celebrity, yet she is also something
more: a dazzling figure at the center of a media pantomime that is at once voyeuristic and zealously guarded.
With skill and humor, Daniel Herwitz pokes at the gears of the celebrity-making machine, recruiting a
philosopher's interest in the media, an eye for society, and a love of popular culture to divine our yearning
for these iconic figures and the role they play in our lives.

Herwitz portrays the star icon as caught between transcendence and trauma. An effervescent being living on
a distant, exalted planet, the star icon is also a melodramatic heroine desperate to escape her life and the
ever-watchful eye of the media. The public buoys her up and then eagerly watches her fall, her collapse
providing a satisfying conclusion to a story sensationally told?while leaving the public yearning for a rebirth.

Herwitz locates this double life in the opposing tensions of film, television, religion, and consumer culture,
offering fresh perspectives on these subjects while ingeniously mapping society's creation (and destruction)
of these special aesthetic stars. Herwitz has a soft spot for popular culture yet remains deeply skeptical of
public illusion. He worries that the media distances us from even minimal insight into those who are
transfigured into star icons. It also blinds us to the shaping of our political present.
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From reader reviews:

David Cain:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Star as Icon:
Celebrity in the Age of Mass Consumption? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have other opinion?

Andrea Winburn:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Star as Icon: Celebrity
in the Age of Mass Consumption is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Rick Fountain:

The actual book The Star as Icon: Celebrity in the Age of Mass Consumption has a lot associated with on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Rigoberto Adams:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled The Star as Icon: Celebrity in the Age of Mass Consumption the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The The Star as Icon: Celebrity in the Age of Mass Consumption
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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