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Hailed by Czeslaw Milosz as “the grande dame of Polish poetry” and named “one of the foremost Polish
poets of the twentieth century” by Ryszard Kapuscinski, Julia Hartwig has long been considered the gold
standard of poetry in her native Poland. With this career-spanning collection, we finally have a book of her
work in English.
The tragic story of the last century flows naturally through Hartwig’s poems. She evokes the husbands who
returned silent from battle (“What woman was told about the hell at Monte Cassino?”) and asks, “Why didn’t
I dance on the Champs-Élysées / when the crowd cheered the end of the war? . . . Why was I fated to be on
the main street of Lublin / watching regiments with red stars enter the city.” But there is also a welcoming of
new experience in her verse, a sense that life, finally, is too beautiful to condemn. She seeks a higher peace,
urging us to hear other voices: “an ermine’s cry, moan of a dove, / complaint of an owl—that remind us / the
hardship of solitude is measured out equally.”
Hartwig’s compassionate spirit in the face of destruction and suffering, her apparent need to live in the
moment, make her poems monumental and deeply touching and the introduction of her work here long
overdue.
Return to My Childhood Home
Amid a dark silence of pines—the shouts of
young birches calling each other.
Everything is as it was. Nothing is as it was.
Speak to me, Lord of the child. Speak,
innocent terror!
To understand nothing. Each time in a different
way, from the first cry to the last breath.
Yet happy moments come to me from the past,
like bridesmaids carrying oil lamps.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Bottoms:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible In Praise of the
Unfinished: Selected Poems? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Preston Sloan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this In Praise of the Unfinished: Selected Poems, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
e-book.

Concepcion Shaw:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book In Praise of the Unfinished: Selected Poems it is very good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Christina Almonte:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This In Praise of the Unfinished: Selected
Poems can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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