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The United States patent system has become sand rather than lubricant in the wheels of American progress.
Such is the premise behind this provocative and timely book by two of the nation's leading experts on patents
and economic innovation.

Innovation and Its Discontents tells the story of how recent changes in patenting--an institutional process that
was created to nurture innovation--have wreaked havoc on innovators, businesses, and economic
productivity. Jaffe and Lerner, who have spent the past two decades studying the patent system, show how
legal changes initiated in the 1980s converted the system from a stimulator of innovation to a creator of
litigation and uncertainty that threatens the innovation process itself.

In one telling vignette, Jaffe and Lerner cite a patent litigation campaign brought by a a semi-conductor chip
designer that claims control of an entire category of computer memory chips. The firm's claims are based on
a modest 15-year old invention, whose scope and influenced were broadened by secretly manipulating an
industry-wide cooperative standard-setting body.

Such cases are largely the result of two changes in the patent climate, Jaffe and Lerner contend. First, new
laws have made it easier for businesses and inventors to secure patents on products of all kinds, and second,
the laws have tilted the table to favor patent holders, no matter how tenuous their claims.

After analyzing the economic incentives created by the current policies, Jaffe and Lerner suggest a three-
pronged solution for restoring the patent system: create incentives to motivate parties who have information
about the novelty of a patent; provide multiple levels of patent review; and replace juries with judges and
special masters to preside over certain aspects of infringement cases.

Well-argued and engagingly written, Innovation and Its Discontents offers a fresh approach for enhancing
both the nation's creativity and its economic growth.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Sneller:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Innovation and Its Discontents: How
Our Broken Patent System is Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Stanley Roman:

The knowledge that you get from Innovation and Its Discontents: How Our Broken Patent System is
Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Innovation and Its Discontents: How Our Broken Patent System is
Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having that Innovation and Its Discontents: How Our Broken Patent
System is Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It instantly.

Douglas Whatley:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Innovation and Its Discontents:
How Our Broken Patent System is Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It can be
the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Richard Ma:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Innovation and Its Discontents: How
Our Broken Patent System is Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book
Innovation and Its Discontents: How Our Broken Patent System is Endangering Innovation and Progress,



and What to Do About It can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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