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CHAPTER I
MARCIA'S SECRET

"Marcia Brett, do you mean to tell me—"

"Tell you—what?"

"That you've had a secret two whole months and never told me about it yet? And I'm your best friend!"

"I was waiting till you came to the city, Janet. I wanted to tell you; I didn't want to write it."

"Well, I've been in the city twelve hours, and you never said a word about it till just now."

"But, Janet, we've been sight-seeing ever since you arrived. You can't very well tell secrets when you're
sight-seeing, you know!"

"Well, you might have given me a hint about it long ago. You know we've solemnly promised never to have
any secrets from each other, and yet you've had one two whole months?"

"No, Jan, I haven't had it quite as long as that. Honest! It didn't begin till quite a while after I came; in fact,
not till about three or four weeks ago."

"Tell me all about it right away, then, and perhaps I'll forgive you!"

The two girls cuddled up close to each other on the low couch by the open window and lowered their voices
to a whisper. Through the warm darkness of the June night came the hum of a great city, a subdued,
murmurous sound, strangely unfamiliar to one of the girls, who was in the city for the first time in all her
country life. To the other the sound had some time since become an accustomed one. As they leaned their
elbows on the sill and, chins in hand, stared out into the darkness, Marcia began:

"Well, Jan, I might as well commence at the beginning, so you'll understand how it all happened. I've been
just crazy to tell you, but I'm not good at letter-writing, and there's such a lot to explain that I thought I'd wait
till your visit.

"You know, when we first moved to this apartment, last April, from 'way back in Northam, I was all
excitement for a while just to be living in the city. Everything was so different. Really, I acted so silly—you
wouldn't believe it! I used to run down to the front door half a dozen times a day, just to push the bell and see
the door open all by itself! It seemed like something in a fairy-story. And for the longest while I couldn't get
used to the dumb-waiter or the steam-heat or the electric lights, and all that sort of thing. It is awfully
different from our old-fashioned little Northam—now isn't it?"



"Yes, I feel just that way this minute," admitted Janet.

"And then, too," went on Marcia, "there were all the things outside to do and see—the trolleys and stores and
parks and museums and the zoo! Aunt Minerva said I went around 'like a distracted chicken' for a while!
And beside that, we used to have the greatest fun shopping for new furniture and things for this apartment.
Hardly a bit of that big old furniture we brought with us would fit into it, these rooms are so much smaller
than the ones in our old farm-house.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Girl Next Door. Try to face the book The Girl Next
Door as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Irving Brehm:

The event that you get from The Girl Next Door will be the more deep you looking the information that hide
inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but The Girl Next Door giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this specific The Girl Next Door instantly.

Norman Fuentes:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Girl Next Door why because the excellent cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Jackson:

This The Girl Next Door is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Girl Next Door in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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