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When James K. Polk was elected president in 1844, the United States was locked in a bitter diplomatic
struggle with Britain over the rich lands of the Oregon Territory, which included what is now Washington,
Oregon, and Idaho. Texas, not yet part of the Union, was threatened by a more powerful Mexico. And the
territories north and west of Texas -- what would become California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico,
and part of Colorado -- belonged to Mexico. When Polk relinquished office four years later, the country had
grown by more than a third as all these lands were added. The continental United States, as we know it
today, was established -- facing two oceans and positioned to dominate both.

In a one-term presidency, Polk completed the story of America's Manifest Destiny -- extending its territory
across the continent, from sea to sea, by threatening England and manufacturing a controversial and
unpopular two-year war with Mexico that Abraham Lincoln, in Congress at the time, opposed as preemptive.

Robert Merry tells this story through powerful debates and towering figures -- the outgoing President John
Tyler and Polk's great mentor, Andrew Jackson; his defeated Whig opponent, Henry Clay; two famous
generals, Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott; Secretary of State James Buchanan (who would precede
Lincoln as president); Senate giants Thomas Hart Benton and Lewis Cass; Daniel Webster and John C.
Calhoun; and ex-president Martin Van Buren, like Polk a Jackson protégé but now a Polk rival.

This was a time of tremendous clashing forces. A surging antislavery sentiment was at the center of the
territorial fight. The struggle between a slave-owning South and an opposing North was leading inexorably
to Civil War. In a gripping narrative, Robert Merry illuminates a crucial epoch in U.S. history.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed A Country of Vast
Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War and the Conquest of the American Continent? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Edna Kopec:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular A
Country of Vast Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War and the Conquest of the American Continent to
read.

Thomas Britton:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Country of Vast Designs: James K.
Polk, the Mexican War and the Conquest of the American Continent can be the reply, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Henry Jones:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top
listing in your reading list will be A Country of Vast Designs: James K. Polk, the Mexican War and the
Conquest of the American Continent. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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