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A richly detailed account of the only messianic movement ever to engulf the entire Jewish world.

The twentieth century produced a galaxy of extraordinary Jewish historians. Gershom Scholem stands out
among them for the richness and power of his historical imagination. Born in Berlin in 1897, Scholem
became a Zionist as a young student in a revolt against his family's bourgeois and assimilated life. He
learned Hebrew and studied Kabbalah, the world of mystical teachings that had become marginalized--
indeed stigmatized--within the mainstream rationalist Jewish tradition. In 1923, Scholem emigrated to
Palestine and eventually joined the faculty of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, publishing
groundbreaking studies in the field of Jewish mysticism.

In the 1930s, Scholem's scholarship turned to an obscure kabbalist rabbi of seventeenth-century Turkey,
Sabbatai Sevi, who aroused a fervent following that spread over the Jewish world after he declared himself
to be the Messiah. The movement suffered a severe blow when Sevi was forced to convert to Islam, but a
clandestine sect survived. A Bollingen Foundation grant enabled Scholem to complete the original Hebrew
edition of his biography in 1957. Bollingen also supported R. J. Zwi Werblowsky's masterful English
translation. A monumental and revisionary work of Jewish historiography, Sabbatai Sevi stands out for its
combination of philological and empirical authority and for its passion. It is widely esteemed as one of
Scholem's masterworks. The author himself always regarded the Princeton/Bollingen edition as a highlight
of his scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah (Bollingen Series, No. 93).

Edwin Courville:

The book Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah (Bollingen Series, No. 93) give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah (Bollingen Series, No. 93) for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like available and read a book Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah
(Bollingen Series, No. 93). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Fong:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah (Bollingen Series, No. 93) book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah (Bollingen Series, No. 93) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah (Bollingen
Series, No. 93) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Eunice Holt:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah (Bollingen Series, No. 93) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very



easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.
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