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Many people came to Goldfield, Nevada, America's last gold-rush town, to seek their fortune. However, on a
searing summer day in September 1906, they came not to strike it rich but to watch what would become the
longest boxing match of the twentieth century--between Joe Gans, the first African American boxing
champion, and "Battling" Nelson, a vicious and dirty brawler. It was a match billed as the battle of the races.

In The Longest Fight, the longtime Washington Post sports correspondent William Gildea tells the story of
this epic match, which would stretch to forty-two rounds and last two hours and forty-eight minutes. A new
rail line brought spectators from around the country, dozens of reporters came to file blow-by-blow accounts,
and an entrepreneurial crew's film of the fight, shown in theaters shortly afterward, endures to this day.

The Longest Fight also recounts something much greater--the longer battle that Gans fought against
prejudice as the premier black athlete of his time. It is a portrait of life in black America at the turn of the
twentieth century, of what it was like to be the first black athlete to successfully cross the nation's gaping
racial divide. Gans was smart, witty, trim, and handsome--with one-punch knockout power and
groundbreaking defensive skills--and his courage despite discrimination prefigured the strife faced by many
of America's finest athletes, including Jesse Owens, Jackie Robinson, and Muhammad Ali.

Inside the ring and out, Gans took the first steps for the African American athletes who would follow, and
yet his role in history was largely forgotten until now. The Longest Fight is a reminder of the damage caused
by the bigotry that long outlived Gans, and the strength, courage, and will of those who fought to rise above.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

The book The Longest Fight: In the Ring with Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important
thing like a book The Longest Fight: In the Ring with Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Longest Fight: In the Ring with Joe
Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Evelyn Rodrigue:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Longest Fight: In the Ring with
Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Jared Williams:

The book untitled The Longest Fight: In the Ring with Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Kathryn Hebert:

Beside this particular The Longest Fight: In the Ring with Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American
Champion in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Longest Fight: In the Ring with Joe
Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion because this book offers for your requirements readable



information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as
read it from right now!
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