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Mexican Americans have traditionally had a strong land ethic, believing that humans must respect la
tierra because it is the source of la vida. As modern market forces exploit the earth, communities struggle to
control their own ecological futures, and several studies have recorded that Mexican Americans are more
impacted by environmental injustices than are other national-origin groups. In our countryside, agricultural
workers are poisoned by pesticides, while farmers have lost ancestral lands to expropriation. And in our
polluted inner cities, toxic wastes sicken children in their very playgrounds and homes. This book addresses
the struggle for environmental justice, grassroots democracy, and a sustainable society from a variety of
Mexican American perspectives. It draws on the ideas and experiences of people from all walks of
life—activists, farmworkers, union organizers, land managers, educators, and many others—who provide a
clear overview of the most critical ecological issues facing Mexican-origin people today. The text is
organized to first provide a general introduction to ecology, from both scientific and political perspectives. It
then presents an environmental history for Mexican-origin people on both sides of the border, showing that
the ecologically sustainable Norteño land use practices were eroded by the conquest of El Norte by the
United States. It finally offers a critique of the principal schools of American environmentalism and
introduces the organizations and struggles of Mexican Americans in contemporary ecological politics. Devon
Peña contrasts tenets of radical environmentalism with the ecological beliefs and grassroots struggles of
Mexican-origin people, then shows how contemporary environmental justice struggles in Mexican American
communities have challenged dominant concepts of environmentalism. Mexican Americans and the
Environment is a didactically sound text that introduces students to the conceptual vocabularies of ecology,
culture, history, and politics as it tells how competing ideas about nature have helped shape land use and
environmental policies. By demonstrating that any consideration of environmental ethics is incomplete
without taking into account the experiences of Mexican Americans, it clearly shows students that ecology is
more than nature study but embraces social issues of critical importance to their own lives.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

The book Mexican Americans and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Mexican Americans and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American
Experience) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and
read a book Mexican Americans and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Chris Barrentine:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Mexican Americans
and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience) is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Callie Allen:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Mexican Americans and the
Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Melanie Fox:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mexican Americans and the
Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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