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In December 1788, in the northern Peruvian city of Trujillo, fifty-one-year-old Spanish Bishop Baltasar
Jaime Martínez Compañón stood surrounded by twenty-four large wooden crates, each numbered and
marked with its final destination of Madrid. The crates contained carefully preserved zoological, botanical,
and mineral specimens collected from Trujillo's steamy rainforests, agricultural valleys, rocky sierra, and
coastal desert. To accompany this collection, the Bishop had also commissioned from Indian artisans nine
volumes of hand-painted images portraying the people, plants, and animals of Trujillo. He imagined that the
collection and the watercolors not only would contribute to his quest to study the native cultures of Northern
Peru but also would supply valuable information for his plans to transform Trujillo into an orderly, profitable
slice of the Spanish Empire.

Based on intensive archival research in Peru, Spain, and Colombia and the unique visual data of more than a
thousand extraordinary watercolors, The Bishop's Utopia recreates the intellectual, cultural, and political
universe of the Spanish Atlantic world in the late eighteenth century. Emily Berquist Soule recounts the
reform agenda of Martínez Compañón—including the construction of new towns, improvement of the
mining industry, and promotion of indigenous education—and positions it within broader imperial debates;
unlike many of his Enlightenment contemporaries, who elevated fellow Europeans above native peoples,
Martínez Compañón saw Peruvian Indians as intelligent, productive subjects of the Spanish Crown. The
Bishop's Utopia seamlessly weaves cultural history, natural history, colonial politics, and art into a cinematic
retelling of the Bishop's life and work.
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From reader reviews:

Janelle Garrity:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The
Bishop's Utopia: Envisioning Improvement in Colonial Peru (The Early Modern Americas)? Maybe it is to
be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Peter Wilson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Bishop's Utopia: Envisioning Improvement in Colonial Peru (The Early
Modern Americas) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lila Johnson:

This The Bishop's Utopia: Envisioning Improvement in Colonial Peru (The Early Modern Americas) is great
e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize
word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Bishop's Utopia: Envisioning Improvement in
Colonial Peru (The Early Modern Americas) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in
it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but
this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Beverly Turner:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Bishop's Utopia: Envisioning
Improvement in Colonial Peru (The Early Modern Americas) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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