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Why, Timothy Melley asks, have paranoia and conspiracy theory become such prominent features of
postwar American culture? In Empire of Conspiracy, Melley explores the recent growth of anxieties about
thought-control, assassination, political indoctrination, stalking, surveillance, and corporate and government
plots. At the heart of these developments, he believes, lies a widespread sense of crisis in the way Americans
think about human autonomy and individuality. Nothing reveals this crisis more than the remarkably
consistent form of expression that Melley calls "agency panic"?an intense fear that individuals can be shaped
or controlled by powerful external forces. Drawing on a broad range of forms that manifest this
fear?including fiction, film, television, sociology, political writing, self-help literature, and cultural
theory?Melley provides a new understanding of the relation between postwar American literature, popular
culture, and cultural theory.Empire of Conspiracy offers insightful new readings of texts ranging from
Joseph Heller's Catch-22 to the Unabomber Manifesto, from Vance Packard's Hidden Persuaders to recent
addiction discourse, and from the "stalker" novels of Margaret Atwood and Diane Johnson to the conspiracy
fictions of Thomas Pynchon, William Burroughs, Don DeLillo, and Kathy Acker. Throughout, Melley finds
recurrent anxieties about the power of large organizations to control human beings. These fears, he contends,
indicate the continuing appeal of a form of individualism that is no longer wholly accurate or useful, but that
still underpins a national fantasy of freedom from social control.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Jackson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Empire of Conspiracy: The Culture of Paranoia in
Postwar America as your daily resource information.

Andrew Jefferson:

The actual book Empire of Conspiracy: The Culture of Paranoia in Postwar America will bring that you the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Empire of Conspiracy: The Culture of
Paranoia in Postwar America is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

John Damm:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Empire of Conspiracy: The Culture of Paranoia
in Postwar America can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Anthony Malloy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Empire
of Conspiracy: The Culture of Paranoia in Postwar America.
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