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Impossible Women fills a critical gap in queer theory by spotlighting representations of lesbian sexuality in
nineteenth- and twentieth-century American literature. Reading through the lens of feminist and
psychoanalytic theory, Valerie Rohy considers texts by Nathaniel Hawthorne, Kate Chopin, Henry James,
Zora Neale Hurston, Ernest Hemingway, and Elizabeth Bishop.Addressing American ideologies of
reproduction and representation, Impossible Women suggests that lesbian figures are made to symbolize
both the unrepresentable and the failures of meaning inherent in language. Rohy traces the ways lesbian
sexuality?relegated to the domain of the ineffable, yet endlessly subject to inscription?appears in tropes of
transference and displacement, the disembodied voice, repetition-compulsion, and the uncanny. Impossible
Women also asks what cultural work such figures perform, locating lesbian desire in American literary
history and engaging issues of genre and narrative, social formations such as the rhetoric of the "New
Woman," and intersections of racism, sexism, and homophobia.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Impossible Women: Lesbian Figures and American
Literature is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Deborah Green:

This book untitled Impossible Women: Lesbian Figures and American Literature to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Samuel Lester:

Impossible Women: Lesbian Figures and American Literature can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Impossible
Women: Lesbian Figures and American Literature although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Bradley Simpson:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Impossible Women: Lesbian Figures and
American Literature is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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