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A Tale of Two Monasteries takes an unprecedented look at one of the great rivalries of the Middle Ages and
offers it as a revealing lens through which to view the intertwined histories of medieval England and France.
This is the first book to systematically compare Westminster Abbey and the abbey of Saint-Denis--two of the
most important ecclesiastical institutions of the thirteenth century--and to do so through the lives and
competing careers of the two men who ruled them, Richard de Ware of Westminster and Mathieu de
Vendôme of Saint-Denis.

Esteemed historian William Jordan weaves a breathtaking narrative of the social, cultural, and political
history of the period. It was an age of rebellion and crusades, of artistic and architectural innovation, of
unprecedented political reform, and of frustrating international diplomacy--and Richard and Mathieu, in one
way or another, played important roles in all these developments. Jordan traces their rise from obscure
backgrounds to the highest ranks of political authority, Abbot Richard becoming royal treasurer of England,
and Abbot Mathieu twice serving as a regent of France during the crusades. By enabling us to understand the
complex relationships the abbots and their rival institutions shared with each other and with the kings and
social networks that supported and exploited them, A Tale of Two Monasteries paints a vivid portrait of
medieval society and politics, and of the ambitious men who influenced them so profoundly.
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From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth
Century book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the
Thirteenth Century content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking A Tale of Two
Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Jerri Montgomery:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster
and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Casey Reeves:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One
of them is this A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century.

Carrie Francis:

The book untitled A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with



order it. Have a nice learn.
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