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This book concentrates on the final chapter of the story of perhaps the most famous mathematics problem of
our time: Fermat's Last Theorem. The full story begins in 1637, with Pierre de Fermat's enigmatic marginal
note in his copy of Diophantus's Arithmetica. It ends with the spectacular solution by Andrew Wiles some
350 years later. The Fermat Diary provides a record in pictures and words of the dramatic time from June
1993 to August 1995, including the period when Wiles completed the last stages of the proof and concluding
with the mathematical world's celebration of Wiles' result at Boston University.

This diary takes us through the process of discovery as reported by those who worked on the great puzzle:
Gerhard Frey who conjectured that Shimura-Taniyama implies Fermat; Ken Ribet who followed a difficult
and speculative plan of attack suggested by Jean-Pierre Serre and established the statement by Frey; and
Andrew Wiles who announced a proof of enough of the Shimura-Taniyama conjecture to settle Fermat's Last
Theorem, only to announce months later that there was a gap in the proof. Finally, we are brought to the
historic event on September 19, 1994, when Wiles, with the collaboration of Richard Taylor, dramatically
closed the gap. The book follows the much-in-demand Wiles through his travels and lectures, finishing with
the Instructional Conference on Number Theory and Arithmetic Geometry at Boston University.

There are many important names in the recent history of Fermat's Last Theorem. This book puts faces and
personalities to those names. Mozzochi also uncovers the details of certain key pieces of the story. For
instance, we learn in Frey's own words the story of his conjecture, about his informal discussion and later
lecture at Oberwolfach and his letter containing the actual statement. We learn from Faltings about his
crucial role in the weeks before Wiles made his final announcement. An appendix contains the Introduction
of Wiles' Annals paper in which he describes the evolution of his solution and gives a broad overview of his
methods. Shimura explains his position concerning the evolution of the Shimura-Taniyama conjecture.
Mozzochi also conveys the atmosphere of the mathematical community---and the Princeton Mathematics
Department in particular---during this important period in mathematics.

This eyewitness account and wonderful collection of photographs capture the marvel and unfolding drama of
this great mathematical and human story.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Fermat Diary.

Susan Williams:

Here thing why that The Fermat Diary are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book
is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The
Fermat Diary giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with The Fermat Diary. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Fermat Diary in e-book can be
your alternate.

Carol Johnson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. The Fermat Diary can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who
have those short time problems.

Donald Cauley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Fermat Diary can make you feel more interested to read.
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