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In 1961, Portugal found itself fighting a war to retain its colonial possessions and preserve the remnants of its
empire. It was almost completely unprepared to do so, and this was particularly evident in its ability to
project power and to control the vast colonial spaces in Africa. Following the uprisings of March of 1961 in
the north of Angola, Portugal poured troops into the colony as fast as its creaking logistic system would
allow; however, these new arrivals were not competent and did not possess the skills needed to fight a
counterinsurgency. While counterinsurgency by its nature requires substantial numbers of light infantry, the
force must be trained in the craft of fighting a ‘small war’ to be effective. The majority of the arriving troops
had no such indoctrination and had been readied at an accelerated pace. Even their uniforms were hastily
crafted and not ideally suited to fighting in the bush.

In reoccupying the north and addressing the enemy threat, Portugal quickly realized that its most effective
forces were those with special qualifications and advanced training. Unfortunately, there were only very
small numbers of such elite forces. The maturing experiences of Portuguese and their consequent
adjustments to fight a counterinsurgency led to development of specialized, tailored units to close the gaps in
skills and knowledge between the insurgents and their forces. The most remarkable such force was the
flechas, indigenous Bushmen who lived in eastern Angola with the capacity to live and fight in its difficult
terrain aptly named ‘Lands at the End of the Earth’. Founded in 1966, they were active until the end of the
war in 1974, and were so successful in their methods that the flecha template was copied in the other theaters
of Guiné and Mozambique and later in the South African Border War.

The flechas were a force unique to the conflicts of southern Africa. A flecha could smell the enemy and his
weapons and read the bush in ways that no others could do. He would sleep with one ear to the ground and
the other to the atmosphere and would be awakened by an enemy walking a mile away. He could conceal
himself in a minimum of cover and find food and water in impossible places. In short, he was vastly superior
to the enemy in the environment of eastern Angola, and at the height of the campaign there (1966–1974) this
small force accounted for 60 per cent of all enemy kills. This book is the story of how they came to be
formed and organized, their initial teething difficulties, and their unqualified successes.

REVIEWS

“ … John P. Cann has rendered readers a service by illuminating one of the most unique and successful
counterinsurgency units in all of African history, but one that is surprisingly underexplored …” Journal of
the Middle East and Africa
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

This The Flechas: Insurgent Hunting in Eastern Angola, 1965-1974 (Africa@War Series) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This The Flechas: Insurgent Hunting in Eastern Angola, 1965-
1974 (Africa@War Series) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Flechas: Insurgent Hunting in Eastern Angola, 1965-
1974 (Africa@War Series) can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Flechas: Insurgent
Hunting in Eastern Angola, 1965-1974 (Africa@War Series) having good arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Wendy Miller:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Flechas: Insurgent Hunting in Eastern Angola, 1965-1974
(Africa@War Series) as the daily resource information.

Lisa Langlais:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. The Flechas: Insurgent Hunting in Eastern Angola, 1965-1974 (Africa@War
Series) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Refugio Kennedy:

Beside this The Flechas: Insurgent Hunting in Eastern Angola, 1965-1974 (Africa@War Series) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Flechas: Insurgent Hunting in Eastern Angola, 1965-1974
(Africa@War Series) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want



to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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