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The Fortune of the Rougons is the first in Zola's famous Rougon-Macquart series of novels. In it we learn
how the two branches of the family came about, and the origins of the hereditary weaknesses passed down
the generations. Murder, treachery, and greed are the keynotes, and just as the Empire was established
through violence, the "fortune" of the Rougons is paid for in blood.

Set in the fictitious Provençal town of Plassans, The Fortune of the Rougons tells the story of Silvère and
Miette, two idealistic young supporters of the republican resistance to Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte's coup
d'état of December 1851. They join the woodcutters and peasants of the Var to seize control of Plassans, and
are opposed by the Bonapartist loyalists led by Silvère's uncle, Pierre Rougon. Meanwhile, the foundations
of the Rougon family and its illegitimate Macquart branch are being laid in the brutal beginnings of the
Imperial regime.

Brian Nelson provides an engaging translation as well as a wide-ranging introduction that explains the
background to the Rougon-Macquart series as well as the historical setting of the novel and its special
qualities. This edition also features a chronology, bibliography, and extensive explanatory notes.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The Fortune of the Rougons
(Oxford World's Classics)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Eugene Flowers:

The book The Fortune of the Rougons (Oxford World's Classics) make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Fortune
of the Rougons (Oxford World's Classics) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
start and read a e-book The Fortune of the Rougons (Oxford World's Classics). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

William Jones:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Fortune
of the Rougons (Oxford World's Classics) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
before. The The Fortune of the Rougons (Oxford World's Classics) giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Larry Tatro:

The Fortune of the Rougons (Oxford World's Classics) can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing The Fortune of the
Rougons (Oxford World's Classics) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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