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There had always been music along the banks of the Congo River—lutes and drums, the myriad instruments
handed down from ancestors. But when Joseph Kabasele and his African Jazz went chop for chop with O.K.
Jazz and Bantous de la Capitale, music in Africa would never be the same. A sultry rumba washed in
relentless waves across new nations springing up below the Sahara. The Western press would dub the sound
soukous or rumba rock; most of Africa called in Congo music.

Born in Kinshasa and Brazzaville at the end of World War II, Congon music matured as Africans fought to
consolidate their hard-won independence. In addition to great musicians—Franco, Essous, Abeti, Tabu Ley,
and youth bands like Zaiko Langa Langa—the cast of characters includes the conniving King Leopold II, the
martyred Patrice Lumumba, corrupt dictator Mobutu Sese Seko, military strongman Denis Sassou Nguesso,
heavyweight boxing champs George Foreman and Muhammad Ali, along with a Belgian baron and a clutch
of enterprising Greek expatriates who pioneered the Congolese recording industry.

Rumba on the River presents a snapshot of an era when the currents of tradition and modernization collided
along the banks of the Congo. It is the story of twin capitals engulfed in political struggle and the vibrant
new music that flowered amidst the ferment.

For more information on the book, visit its other online home at rumbaontheriver.com—an impressive
resource.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Cromwell:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Rumba on the River: A History of the
Popular Music of the Two Congos will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal
book with you?

Tara Scribner:

Typically the book Rumba on the River: A History of the Popular Music of the Two Congos has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Teresa Brown:

This Rumba on the River: A History of the Popular Music of the Two Congos is great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Rumba on the River: A History of the Popular Music of the Two Congos in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

James Floyd:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Rumba on the River: A History of the Popular Music of the Two
Congos was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book which you wanted.
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