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“Pre-eminent among historians of labor history.” —Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.

The textbook history of the 1920s is a story of Prohibition, flappers, and unbounded prosperity. For millions
of industrial workers, however, the “roaring twenties” looked very different. Working-class communities
were already in crisis in the years before the stock market crash of 1929. Strikes in the 1920s and attempts to
organize the unemployed and fight evictions in the early 1930s often fell victim to police violence and
repression.

Here, Irving Bernstein recaptures the social history of the decade leading up to Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s
inauguration, uncovers its widespread inequality, and sheds light on the long-forgotten struggles that form
the prelude to the great labor victories of the 1930s.

"In other words, viewed from afar, most of the people who were suffering the hardships of the Depression
were depressed and even ashamed, ready to blame themselves for their plight. But the train of developments
that connects changes in social conditions to a changed consciousness is not simple. People, including
ordinary people, harbor somewhere in their memories the building blocks of different and contradictory
interpretations of what it is that is happening to them, of who should be blamed, and what can be done about
it. Even the hangdog and ashamed unemployed worker who swings his lunch box and strides down the street
so the neighbors will think he is going to a job can also have other ideas that only have to be evoked, and
when they are make it possible for him on another day to rally with others and rise up in anger at his
condition.
—From the new introduction by Frances Fox Piven
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From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Lean Years: A History of the
American Worker, 1920-1933 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

David Rutherford:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Lean Years: A
History of the American Worker, 1920-1933 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Mark Carlton:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Lean Years: A History of the American Worker, 1920-1933
why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Brent Campbell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the The Lean Years: A History of the American Worker, 1920-1933 when you required
it?
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