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The word motreb finds its roots in the Arabic verb taraba, meaning ‘to make happy.’ Originally denoting all
musicians in Iran, motrebi came to be associated, pejoratively, with the cheerful vulgarity of the lowbrow
entertainer.

In Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment, GJ Breyley and Sasan Fatemi examine the historically
overlooked motrebi milieu, with its marginalized characters, from luti to gardan koloft and mashti, as well as
the tenacity of motreb who continued their careers against all odds. They then turn to losanjelesi, the most
pervasive form of Iranian popular music that developed as motrebi declined, and related musical forms in
Iran and its diasporic popular cultural centre, Los Angeles. For the first time in English, the book makes
available musical transcriptions, analysis and lyrics that illustrate the complexities of this history. As it
presents the findings of the authors’ years of ethnographic work with the history’s protagonists, from senior
motreb to pop-rock stars, the book reveals parallels between the decline of motrebi and the rise of
‘modernity.’ In the twentieth century, the fate of Tehran’s motrebi music was shaped by the social and urban
polarization that ensued from the modern market economy, and losanjelesi would be similarly affected by
transnational relations, revolution, war and migration.

Through its detailed and informed examination of Iranian popular music, this study reveals much about the
values and anxieties of Iranian society, and is a valuable resource for students and scholars of Iranian society
and history.
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From reader reviews:

Marisa Carney:

Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond
(Iranian Studies) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Taylor Becker:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond
(Iranian Studies) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time
problems.

Mary Lamm:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Iranian Music and Popular
Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Lynn Gallagher:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to
Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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