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The phenomenon of bankonka – ‘postponement of marriage’ – is increasingly reported in contemporary
Japanese media, clearly illustrating the changing patterns of modern lifestyles and attitudes towards
marriage, personal obligation and ambition. This is the first book in recent years to explore the contemporary
state of marriage in Japanese society. Setting out the different perceptions and expectations of marriage in
today’s Japan, the book discusses how economic issues and the family impact on marital behaviour. Contrary
to the views of some feminists that young women have no interest in improving their status and position, this
book argues that, by delaying marriage and childrearing, young women can be seen as ‘rebels’ challenging
Japanese patriarchal society. Unlike many other studies, it gives equal attention to male gender roles and
masculinity, exploring what constitutes being a ‘real man’ in Japan – through the analysis of mainstream and
non-mainstream conceptions of masculinity that co-exist in contemporary Japan, and considers the
implications of such different roles for the institution of marriage. It investigates the roles of wife and
mother, articulating why the strict division of labour defining men as breadwinners and women as
homemakers became popular. Moreover, it describes the changing character of courtship relationships,
explaining why the norm has shifted from arranged marriages pre-1945 to love marriages after that period.
Finally, it puts the Japanese experience into cross-cultural, international context with a series of comparisons
with marriage elsewhere both in Asia – including in Korea and Hong Kong – and in western countries such
as France, Sweden, Italy and the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Sherrill:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series). All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Scott Seward:

This Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan
Series) without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't be worry Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) can bring once you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even phone. This Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) having
fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Carol Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) as your daily resource information.

Randy Gable:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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