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The 15th century was a time of dramatic and decisive change for nuns and nunneries in Florence. In the
course of that century, the city's convents evolved from small, semiautonomous communities to large civic
institutions. By 1552, roughly one in eight Florentine women lived in a religious community. Historian
Sharon T. Strocchia analyzes this stunning growth of female monasticism, revealing the important roles
these women and institutions played in the social, economic, and political history of Renaissance Florence. It
became common practice during this time for unmarried women in elite society to enter convents. This
unprecedented concentration of highly educated and well-connected women transformed convents into sites
of great patronage and social and political influence. As their economic influence also grew, convents found
new ways of supporting themselves; they established schools, produced manuscripts, and manufactured
textiles. Strocchia has mined previously untapped archival materials to uncover how convents shaped one of
the principal cities of Renaissance Europe. She demonstrates the importance of nuns and nunneries to the
booming Florentine textile industry and shows the contributions that ordinary nuns made to Florentine life in
their roles as scribes, stewards, artisans, teachers, and community leaders. In doing so, Strocchia argues that
the ideals and institutions that defined Florence were influenced in great part by the city's powerful female
monastics. Nuns and Nunneries in Renaissance Florence shows for the first time how religious women
effected broad historical change and helped write the grand narrative of medieval and Renaissance Europe.
The book is a valuable text for students and scholars in early modern European history, religion, women's
studies, and economic history.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Nuns and Nunneries in Renaissance
Florence. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Roy Larson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do
that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific Nuns and Nunneries in Renaissance Florence to read.

Charles Baker:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply
searching from it. It is known as of book Nuns and Nunneries in Renaissance Florence. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.

Edward Carroll:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Nuns and Nunneries in Renaissance Florence.
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