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Is it correct to pronounce "mischievous" as a three-syllable word (miss-chi-vuhss) or a four -syllable word
(miss-chee-vi-uhss)? If it is right to use "alumni" as the plural of "alumnus," why is it wrong to use "octopi"
as the plural of "octopus"? Should we write "12 am" or "12 a.m."? What is the difference between
"principle" and "principal"? Is it "just desserts" or "just deserts"?
If you don't know the answer to these questions, if you need a quick and effective guide to correct English,
then Oxford A-Z of English Usage is just what you are looking for, containing a gold mine of useful advice
on a wide array of common writing and speaking problems. Based on Oxford's world-renowned dictionary
research program and packed with vivid examples of real usage (and misusage) from contemporary sources,
this guide provides essential information on the kinds of issues writers face every day. Readers will find
more than 600 entries arranged in alphabetical order, shedding light on common issues of uncertainty and
confusion (affect / effect; compliment / complement; loath / loathe), on questions of punctuation and
pronunciation, on grammatical terms, and much more. In addition, there are more than 20 special feature
articles on specific topics such as abbreviation, euphemism, hyphenation, and folk etymology (where we
learn that though more than half the examples in print use "just desserts," the proper word is "deserts,"
meaning reward, not "arid land").
With a clear and attractive two-color page design, Oxford A-Z of English Usage gives the reader quick and
easy answers to their most common questions, with clear and coherent explanations and sample sentences. It
will prove the first port of call for any reader seeking easy-to-understand, reliable help with English usage.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Miller:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Oxford A-Z of English Usage book as
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.

Judy Bowen:

Typically the book Oxford A-Z of English Usage will bring that you the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Oxford A-Z of English Usage is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Kathy Ahmed:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Oxford A-Z of English Usage. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Bernice Smith:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book Oxford A-Z
of English Usage. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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