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A third edition of this book is now available.

Now fully updated and revised, this clear and comprehensive text explores the past thirty years of
Soviet/Russian international relations, comparing foreign policy formation under Gorbachev, Yeltsin, Putin,
and Medvedev. Challenging conventional views of Moscow's foreign policy, Andrei P. Tsygankov shows
that definitions of national interest depend on visions of national identity and is rooted both in history and
domestic politics. Yet the author also highlights the role of the external environment in affecting the balance
of power among competing domestic groups. Drawing on both Russian and Western sources, Tsygankov
shows how Moscow's policies have shifted under different leaders' visions of Russia's national interests. He
gives an overview of the ideas and pressures that motivated Russian foreign policy in five different periods:
the Gorbachev era of the late 1980s, the liberal "Westernizers" era under Kozyrev in the early 1990s, the
relatively hardline statist policy under Primakov, the more pragmatic statist course under Putin, and the
assertive policy of the late Putin and early Medvedev era. Evaluating the successes and failures of Russia's
foreign policies, Tsygankov explains its many turns as Russia's identity and interaction with the West have
evolved. The book concludes with reflections on the emergence of the post-Western world and the
challenges it presents to Russia's enduring quest for great-power status along with its desire for a special
relationship with Western nations.
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From reader reviews:

Randell Easley:

With other case, little folks like to read book Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National
Identity. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National Identity. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Steven Strong:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in
National Identity can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Marcos Hawkins:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Russia's Foreign Policy:
Change and Continuity in National Identity that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Russia's Foreign Policy: Change
and Continuity in National Identity become your starter.

Sandra Fritz:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National Identity can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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