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Something profoundly important occurred in early 19th century America that came to be called democracy.
Since then hundreds of millions of people worldwide have operated on the assumption that democracy exists.
Yet definitions of democracy are surprisingly vague and remarkably few reckon with its history. In Self-Rule,
Robert Wiebe suggests that only in appreciating that history can we recognize how breathtaking democracy's
arrival was, how extraordinary its spread has been, and how uncertain its prospects are.

American democracy arrived abruptly in the 19th century; it changed just as dramatically early in the 20th.
Hence, Self-Rule divides the history of American democracy into two halves: a 19th century half covering
the 1820s to the present, and a 20th century half, with a major transition from the 1890s to the 1920s
between them. As Wiebe explains why the original democracy of the early 19th century represented a sharp
break from the past, he recreates in vivid detail the way European visitors contrasted the radical character of
American democracy with their own societies. He then discusses the operation of various 19th century
democratic publics, including a nationwide public, the People. Finally, he places democracy's white fraternal
world of equals in a larger environment where other Americans who differed by class, race, and gender,
developed their own relations to democracy.

Wiebe then picks up the history of democracy in the 1920s and carries it to the present. Individualism, once
integrated with collective self-governance in the 19th century, becomes the driving force behind 20th century
democracy. During those same years, other ways of defining good government and sound public policy shunt
majoritarian practices to one side. Late in the 20th century, these two great themes in the history of American
democracy—individualism and majoritarianism—turn on one another in modern democracy's war on itself.

Finally, Self-Rule assesses the polarized state of contemporary American democracy. Putting the judgments
of sixty-odd commentators from Kevin Phillips and E.J. Dionne to Robert Bellah and Benjamin Barber to the
test of history, Wiebe offers his own suggestions on the meaning and direction of today's democracy. This
sweeping work explains how the history of American democracy has brought us here and how that same
history invites us to create a different future.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Sewell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Self-Rule: A Cultural History of
American Democracy to read.

Lela Koehn:

This book untitled Self-Rule: A Cultural History of American Democracy to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Charlie Hartman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book Self-Rule: A Cultural History of American Democracy it is very good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

April Cotton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Self-Rule: A Cultural History of American
Democracy, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.
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