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Firms do not patent every invention. In many cases they rather rely on trade secrecyorothernon-
legalmeanstoprotecttheirintellectualproperty,i. e. the returns on their investments in research and
development (R&D). A patent confers to its ownerthe exclusiverights to prevent third parties frommaking,
using, o?ering for sale, selling, or importing for these purposes the patent protected product (Art. 28,
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Int- lectual Property Rights (TRIPs)). In exchange for the temporary
monopoly which is securedby this protection,the patentee has todisclose the invention in a manner su?ciently
clear and complete for it to be carried out by a p- son skilled in the art (Art. 83, European Patent Convention
(EPC)). Thus every patent has the drawbackof a possible loss of a technologicalleadership caused by the
mandatory disclosure of formerly proprietary knowledge. The patentee has to fear that this transfer of
enabling knowledge included in the patent description may bene?t his rivals by facilitating their rapid catch-
up. The relevance and actual enforcement of the disclosurerequirement is und- lined by the European
Commission's Green Paper on Innovation (European Commission (1996)). In the so-called Route of Action 8
on the promotion of intellectual and industrial property it is stated that a desirable action should be
the"promotion of patent information services as a method of technology watch based, in particular, on the
information system set up by the European Patent O?ce"(European Commission (1996), p. 42).
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Decision to Patent (Contributions to Economics).

Eden Cohn:

The book The Decision to Patent (Contributions to Economics) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Decision to
Patent (Contributions to Economics) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
open and read a guide The Decision to Patent (Contributions to Economics). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Donald Foster:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book The Decision to Patent (Contributions to Economics) it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Keith Kemp:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Decision to Patent (Contributions to Economics) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.
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