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In the year that the English monarchy was abolished, the Prince of Wales's governor posed the poignant
question: what was it that made kings different from their subjects? The answer to him was obvious, and the
word that described it was ‘ceremony'. From crown wearing in the Middle Ages to the jubilees of modern
times the English Monarchy has always used the rituals of majesty to command the affection and loyalty of
its subjects. This important and original book is the first to examine properly the ceremonial world of an
English sovereign. In an age when the king still healed the sick and took his meals in front of a crowd of
spectators, a sovereign's ability to carry off this public role could be as important to his success as his
command of the army or management of parliament.

Charles II lived through the period of the greatest political change England has ever known, witnessing
revolution, regicide and restoration. At just 16 he was cast into exile. A poor relation at the court of the
young Louis XIV and then the creature of Philip IV of Spain, he knew what it was to wrestle for recognition.
This was his apprenticeship. With The Restoration Charles brought the lessons of exile home. The country
was soon rocked by plague and fire, and his brother's conversion to Catholicism would bring it once again to
the brink of civil war. In the crisis that developed Charles used the rituals of royalty to help save the very
institution of hereditary monarchy. Using a huge range of unpublished primary material, and painting a vivid
and detailed picture of the daily life of one of England's most charismatic monarchs, Anna Keay's brilliant
‘ritual biography' radically reappraises Charles II as The Magnificent Monarch.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Magnificent Monarch: Charles II and the Ceremonies of Power
why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mary Grubb:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be read. The Magnificent Monarch: Charles II and the Ceremonies of Power can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Lawrence Wilson:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Magnificent Monarch: Charles II and
the Ceremonies of Power is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Kevin Dobson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Magnificent Monarch: Charles II and the Ceremonies of Power when you essential it?
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