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In Understanding Edward P. Jones, James W. Coleman analyzes Jones's award-winning works as well as the
significant influences that have shaped his craft. Born and raised in Washington, D.C., Jones has made that
city and its African American community the subject of or background for most of his fiction.
Though Jones's first work was published in 1976, his career developed slowly. While he worked for two
decades as a proofreader and abstractor, Jones published short fiction in such periodicals as Essence, the
New Yorker, and Paris Review. His first collection, Lost in the City, won the PEN/Hemingway Award, and
subsequent books, including The Known World and All Aunt Hagar's Children, received similar accolades,
including the National Book Critics Circle Award and the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.
Following an overview of Jones's life, influences, and career, Coleman provides an introduction to the
technique of Jones's fiction, which he likens to a tapestry, woven of intricate, varied, and sometimes
disparate elements. He then analyzes the formal structure, themes, and characters of The Known World and
devotes a chapter each to the short story collections Lost in the City and All Aunt Hagar's Children. His
discussion of these volumes focuses on Jones's narrative technique; the themes of family, community, and
broader tradition; and the connections through which the stories in each volume collectively create a
thematic whole. In his final chapter, Coleman assesses Jones's encompassing outlook that sees African
American life in distinct periods but also as a historical whole, simultaneously in the future, the past, and the
present.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Goehring:

The book Understanding Edward P. Jones (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading a book Understanding Edward P. Jones (Understanding Contemporary American Literature)
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Understanding
Edward P. Jones (Understanding Contemporary American Literature). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Edward Yung:

This Understanding Edward P. Jones (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) usually are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Understanding Edward
P. Jones (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) can be among the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Understanding Edward P. Jones (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Annetta Doucette:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Understanding Edward P. Jones
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Amy Tharp:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Understanding Edward P. Jones (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) when you essential
it?
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