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A LITTLE BIRDIE TOLD ME, a novel by Barbara L. Monier, takes place over the summer and fall of 1972,
in the six months leading up to narrator CATHERINE’s sixteenth birthday. Thrust headlong into an identity
crisis when her mother reveals that she had actually planned to marry someone else, Catherine decides to
begin a journal in an effort to find solidity and permanence in her own life. Hilariously funny, impetuous,
impatient, sometimes annoying and always remarkable, Catherine freely quotes literature, pops pills, and
casts her eye unflinchingly around her world as she takes the reader through a unique coming-of-age tale.

During the awkward summer in which Catherine is just barely too young to get either a paying job or drive,
she learns that her fraternal twin sister Lizzy has been accepted at a prestigious dance academy and will be
leaving home, separating the sisters who had begun their lives, Catherine muses, “so close that every bit of
our bodies was pressed tight tight together, a time when we didn’t even understand that we were two
different people, but just felt somehow that we were one being with an extra bunch of limbs.”

As Catherine’s mother continues to drop hints about a former life and a lost love, Catherine decides to
undertake her own detective mission to piece together the puzzle of her mother’s past. As she scours the
nooks and crannies of her home, she finds remnants of her own childhood as well as her mother’s youth.
When Catherine ultimately discovers a large bundle of letters from her mother’s former lover, as well as a
handful that her mother wrote to him, she encounters a young woman who seems to be an entirely different
person than the mother she knows.

Catherine sneaks the letters from their hiding place every chance she gets and pours over them in her room;
meantime, a very confused cardinal continually attacks his own reflection in her window. Catherine becomes
nearly obsessed with both her mother’s story and the troubling behavior of the bird, her feelings for each one
paralleling the other as she moves from concern, to anger, to frustration.

Set quietly against a background of radically shifting times – the near end of the Vietnam War, racial
tensions, changing sex roles and more, A LITTLE BIRDIE TOLD ME is ultimately a deeply affirming story.
At the book’s end, as Catherine lay in traction following a car accident, she has learned lessons from her own
experiences, her mother’s, and from the relentless bird; she is ready and resolved to move forward in a fully
realized, fully embraced life.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it
means that publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book.
They are reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Little Birdie Told Me.

Ray Shippee:

This book untitled A Little Birdie Told Me to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Robert Haas:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is A Little Birdie Told Me this e-book consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when
he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Jennifer Crawford:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book A Little Birdie Told Me we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get
creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this book A Little Birdie Told Me. You can more pleasing than now.
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