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In a review of The Return of the King published in the Observer in 1955, Edwin Muir criticizes that "all the
characters are boys masquerading as adult heroes [...] and will never come to puberty [...]. Hardly one of
them knows anything about women," and similar observations have been made by critics over time. Yet can
Tolkien's portrayal of masculinity truly be reduced to such a simple formula? Are his men all simply "boys"
or, as other critics argue, simplistic good heroes, a romanticized version of the medieval knight who fights a
dragon to win the princess in the end?

In Masculinity in Tolkien, Rost argues that despite Tolkien's often conservative views when it comes to sex
and gender, a closer look at how masculinity is performed in his works actually shows the social criticism
hidden within, the rejection of the heroic code and the search for a hero and a masculinity which is built on
love and loyalty, not the excess of courage and pride that can be found in many of his mythological and
literary sources.

To do so, Rost looks at Anglo-Saxon literature, and how Tolkien criticizes the heroic code by his portrayal of
the costs of pride. Afterward, she explores the concept of Chivalry which Tolkien describes in his essay on
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight to show how this chivalrous masculinity is criticized and rejected in
Tolkien's fiction. Rost furthermore examines Tolkien's conception of 'good' and 'bad' kingship, and afterward
looks at Tolkien's war experiences and how this might have shaped the portrayal of his hobbit characters in
The Lord of the Rings. At last, she looks at contemporary, queer readings of Tolkien's portrayal of
masculinity which try to deconstruct the conservative heterosexual matrix of his world.
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From reader reviews:

John McDole:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the
Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Randy Garrison:

This Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings,
The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic
Code in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works can be one of many great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The
Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Peter Zimmerman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Masculinity in Tolkien:
Social Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The
Silmarillion and other works that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the Rejection
of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works become your
own personal starter.

Latoya Palos:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library



or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Masculinity in Tolkien: Social Criticism and the Rejection of the Heroic Code in The Lord of the Rings,
The Hobbit, The Silmarillion and other works can make you experience more interested to read.
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