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David L. Morton examines the process of invention, innovation, and diffusion of communications
technology, using the history of sound recording as the focus. Off the Record demonstrates how the history
of both the hardware and the ways people used it is essential for understanding why any particular
technology became a fixture in everyday life or faded into obscurity. Morton’s approach to the topic differs
from most previous works, which have examined the technology’s social impact, but not the reasons for its
existence. Recording culture in America emerged, Morton writes, not through the dictates of the technology
itself but in complex ways that were contingent upon the actions of users.

Each of the case studies in the book emphasizes one of five aspects of the culture of recording and its
relationship to new technology, at the same time telling the story of sound recording history. One of the
misconceptions that Morton hopes to dispel is that the only important category of sound recording involves
music. Unique in his broad-based approach to sound technology, the five case studies that Morton
investigates are :     

The phonograph record●

Recording in the radio business●

The dictation machine●

The telephone answering machine, and●

Home taping●

Readers will learn, for example, that the equipment to create the telephone answering machine has been
around for a century, but that the ownership and use of answering machines was a hotly contested issue in
the telephone industry at the turn of the century, hence stifling its commercial development for decades.
Morton also offers fascinating insight into early radio: that, while The Amos and Andy Show initially was
pre-recorded and not broadcast live, the commercial stations saw this easily distributed program as an
economic threat: many non-network stations could buy the disks for easy, relatively inexpensive replaying.
As a result, Amos and Andy was sold to Mutual and went live shortly afterward.
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From reader reviews:

Donn Chavez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Off the Record: The Technology and Culture of
Sound Recording in America as your daily resource information.

Louis Patrick:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Off the Record: The Technology and Culture of Sound
Recording in America it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book offers high quality.

Gene Lyons:

Off the Record: The Technology and Culture of Sound Recording in America can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Off the Record: The Technology and Culture of Sound Recording in America
however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.

Darren Perez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Off the Record: The Technology and
Culture of Sound Recording in America or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as



well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Off the Record: The Technology and Culture of Sound Recording
in America to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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