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In the two related works in this volume, Bentham offers a detailed critique of William Blackstone's
Commentaries on the Laws of England (1765-9). In "Comment on the Commentaries," on which Bentham
began work in 1774, he exposes the fallacies which he claims to have detected in Blackstone, and criticizes
the theory of the Common Law. He goes on to provide important reflections on the nature of law, and more
particularly on the nature of customary and of statute law, and on judicial interpretation.

A Fragment on Government, which was published in 1776, was detached from the "Comment on the
Commentaries." Concentrating on a passage of five or six pages in which Blackstone discusses the origin of
society and government, Bentham offers three main criticisms. First, he criticizes Blackstone's methodology
for failing to distinguish between the role of the expositor and the role of the censor, and thereby confusing
the question of what the law is with the question of what the law ought to be. Second, he criticizes
Blackstone's assumption that the theory of the social contract represents an adequate justification of the
obligation to obey government. Third, he criticizes Blackstone's theory of sovereignty, which claims that in
every state there must exist some absolute, undivided power, whose commands are law. Bentham points to
the existence of states where sovereign power is both divided and limited.

In these two works, published by OUP for the first time, Bentham outlines a number of themes which he
goes on to develop in his later works: the principle of utility; the importance of a "natural arrangement" for a
legal system; the point at which resistance to government becomes justifiable; the exposition of legal terms;
and much more.

The volume also contains Bentham's "Preface" intended for, but not published in, the second edition of A
Fragment on Government, which appeared in 1823. Having by this committed himself to political radicalism,
Bentham uses this occasion to reflect on the text and the circumstances in which it was produced.

The text has been edited by H.L.A. Hart and J.H. Burns, whose reputations in their respective fields of legal
theory and history of political thought are unsurpassed. The volume contains an Editorial Introduction which
explains the provenance of the text, and the method of presentation. The texts are fully annotated with textual
and historical notes, and the volume is completed with a detailed subject index, based on a methodology
devised by Hart.
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From reader reviews:

Alexandra Sauer:

The book A Comment on the Commentaries and A Fragment on Government (The Collected Works of
Jeremy Bentham) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make looking at a book A Comment on the Commentaries and A Fragment on
Government (The Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like start and read a reserve A Comment on the Commentaries and A Fragment on
Government (The Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Joni Thompson:

The particular book A Comment on the Commentaries and A Fragment on Government (The Collected
Works of Jeremy Bentham) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to
you. The book A Comment on the Commentaries and A Fragment on Government (The Collected Works of
Jeremy Bentham) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

James Soltero:

The book untitled A Comment on the Commentaries and A Fragment on Government (The Collected Works
of Jeremy Bentham) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Sandra Leggett:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Comment on the Commentaries and A
Fragment on Government (The Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham) was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book A Comment on the Commentaries and A Fragment on Government (The
Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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