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The True Pure Land sect of Japanese Buddhism, or Shin Buddhism, grew out of the teachings of Shinran
(1173-1262), a Tendai-trained monk who came to doubt the efficacy of that tradition in what he viewed as a
degenerate age. Shinran held that even those unable to fulfill the requirements of the traditional Buddhist
path could attain enlightenment through the experience of shinjin, "the entrusting mind"-an expression of the
profound realization that the Buddha Amida, who promises birth in his Pure Land to all who trust in him,
was nothing other than the true basis of all existence and the sustaining nature of human beings. Over the
centuries, the subtleties of Shinran's teachings were often lost. Elaborate rituals developed to focus one's
mind at the moment of death so one might travel to the Pure Land unimpeded, and a rich artistic tradition
celebrated the moment when Amida and his retinue of bodhisattvas welcome the dying believer. What is
more, many Western interpreters tended to reinforce this view of Pure Land Buddhism, seeing in it certain
parallels to Christianity. This volume introduces the thought and selected writings of Yasuda Rijin (1900-
1982), a modern Shin Buddhist thinker affiliated with the Otani, or Higashi Honganji, branch of Shin
Buddhism. Yasuda sought to restate the teachings of Shinran within a modern tradition that began with the
work of Kiyozawa Manshi (1863-1903) and extended through the writings of Yasuda's teachers Kaneko
Daiei (1881-1976) and Soga Ry?jin (1875-1971). These men lived through the period of Japan's rapid
modernization and viewed the Shin tradition as possessing existential significance for modern men and
women. For them, and Yasuda in particular, Amida did not exist in some other-worldly paradise but rather
Amida and his Pure Land were to be experienced as lived realities in the present. In the writings and lectures
presented here, Yasuda draws on not only classical Shin and Mahayana Buddhist sources, but also the
thought of Nishida Kitar? (1870-1945), the founder of the Kyoto School of philosophy, and modern Western
philosophers such as Heidegger, Nietzsche, and Buber.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Hoover:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Demythologizing Pure Land
Buddhism: Yasuda Rijin and the Shin Buddhist Tradition (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick
Demythologizing Pure Land Buddhism: Yasuda Rijin and the Shin Buddhist Tradition (Pure Land Buddhist
Studies) become your current starter.

Lila Dixon:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Demythologizing Pure Land
Buddhism: Yasuda Rijin and the Shin Buddhist Tradition (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) can be the response,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Christine Wormley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Demythologizing Pure Land Buddhism: Yasuda Rijin and the Shin Buddhist
Tradition (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) can make you sense more interested to read.

Ann Foley:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Demythologizing Pure Land Buddhism:
Yasuda Rijin and the Shin Buddhist Tradition (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) to make your reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the guide
Demythologizing Pure Land Buddhism: Yasuda Rijin and the Shin Buddhist Tradition (Pure Land Buddhist



Studies) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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