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Hipness has been an indelible part of America's intellectual and cultural landscape since the 1940s. But the
question What is hip? remains a kind of cultural koan, equally intriguing and elusive.

In Dig, Phil Ford argues that while hipsters have always used clothing, hairstyle, gesture, and slang to mark
their distance from consensus culture, music has consistently been the primary means of resistance, the royal
road to hip. Hipness suggests a particular kind of alienation from society--alienation due not to any specific
political wrong but to something more radical, a clash of perception and consciousness. From the vantage of
hipness, the dominant culture constitutes a system bent on excluding creativity, self-awareness, and self-
expression. The hipster's project is thus to define himself against this system, to resist being stamped in its
uniform, squarish mold. Ford explores radio shows, films, novels, poems, essays, jokes, and political
manifestos, but argues that music more than any other form of expression has shaped the alienated hipster's
identity. Indeed, for many avant-garde subcultures music is their raison d'être. Hip intellectuals conceived of
sound itself as a way of challenging meaning--that which is cognitive and abstract, timeless and placeless--
with experience--that which is embodied, concrete and anchored in place and time. Through Charlie Parker's
"Ornithology," Ken Nordine's "Sound Museum," Bob Dylan's "Ballad of a Thin Man," and a range of other
illuminating examples, Ford shows why and how music came to be at the center of hipness.

Shedding new light on an enigmatic concept, Dig is essential reading for students and scholars of popular
music and culture, as well as anyone fascinated by the counterculture movement of the mid-twentieth-
century.

Publication of this book was supported by the AMS 75 PAYS Endowment of the American Musicological
Society, funded in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Dig:
Sound and Music in Hip Culture, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Elizabeth Murphy:

The publication untitled Dig: Sound and Music in Hip Culture is the guide that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when
write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Dig: Sound and Music in Hip Culture from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Shirley Henderson:

The e-book with title Dig: Sound and Music in Hip Culture has a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kristopher Lewis:

This Dig: Sound and Music in Hip Culture is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Dig: Sound and Music in
Hip Culture in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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