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The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve presents a road map for an evolutionary psychology
of the twenty-first century. It brings together theory from biology and cognitive science to show how the
brain can be composed of specialized adaptations, and yet also an organ of plasticity. Although mental
adaptations have typically been seen as monolithic, hard-wired components frozen in the evolutionary past,
The Shape of Thought presents a new view of mental adaptations as diverse and variable, with distinct
functions and evolutionary histories that shape how they develop, what information they use, and what they
do with that information.

The book describes how advances in evolutionary developmental biology can be applied to the brain by
focusing on the design of the developmental systems that build it. Crucially, developmental systems can be
plastic, designed by the process of natural selection to build adaptive phenotypes using the rich information
available in our social and physical environments. This approach bridges the long-standing divide between
"nativist" approaches to development, based on innateness, and "empiricist" approaches, based on learning.
It shows how a view of humans as a flexible, culturally-dependent species is compatible with a complexly
specialized brain, and how the nature of our flexibility can be better understood by confronting the evolved
design of the organ on which that flexibility depends.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

The book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make studying a book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and
Cognition) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a book The
Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Thomas Carroll:

The actual book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Shape of Thought: How Mental
Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Gary McIntosh:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.

Joan Morris:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition)
we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must love
to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life by this book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and
Cognition). You can more inviting than now.
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