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Written by Hispanic and non-Hispanic scholars, these twelve essays -- six in English and six in Spanish --
disclose how over the past four centuries static and formulaic images of women in Hispanic art and literature
have given way to lively and original portrayals. The leading ladies explored in this volume include women
who are objects of the male gaze, women who gaze upon the male body, women who are characters, and
women who are writers, painters, and filmmakers. The essayists offer a panorama that stimulates the senses
and challenges assumptions as they reveal strategies used by both male and female writers and artists to
unmask conventions, identify spaces, and remake paradigms.

Marina Mayoral's introduction traces the representation of the beloved woman in Spanish lyric poetry from
the Middle Ages to the present. The contributors and topics that follow include Amy Robinson on the
silencing of female voices such as those of Cecilia Valdés and Carmen; Vilma Navarro-Daniels on the writer
and historian Carmen Martín Gaite; Lynn Walford's analysis of Mario Vargas Llosa's leading ladies;
Katherine Ford's exploration of Chicana writer Gloria Anzaldúa's Borderlands/La Frontera; Julia Carroll on
Puerto Rican writer Giannina Braschi; George Thomas on the poetry of the seventeenth-century Mexican
poet Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz; Alison Tatum-Davis on Carmen Laforet's Nada; Mónica Jato's examination
of three female characters from Alfonso Sastre's trilogy Los crímenes extraños; Caryn Connelly on the
collaborations of Mexican scriptwriter Paz Alicia Garcíadiego and film director Arturo Ripstein; Sharon
Keefe Ugalde on cinema gender referents in the work of certain Spanish women poets; Carmen García de la
Rasilla's study of female surrealist artists; and Mayte de Lama on three short-story characters of the fiction
writer Marina Mayoral.

Covering numerous genres, reaching across three continents, and using a variety of critical strategies,
Leading Ladies presents a dazzling array of artistic endeavors in which women are of central importance.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Leading Ladies: Mujeres en la literatura hispana y en las artes, you could tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a e-book.

Ann Edwards:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Leading Ladies: Mujeres en la literatura
hispana y en las artes reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Leading Ladies: Mujeres en
la literatura hispana y en las artes as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Amy Christensen:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Leading Ladies: Mujeres en la literatura
hispana y en las artes is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Eileen Schmitt:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Leading Ladies: Mujeres en la literatura hispana y en las artes can make you feel
more interested to read.
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