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Remembering the Power of Words recounts the personal and professional journey of Avel Gordly, the first
African-American woman elected to the Oregon State Senate.

The book is a brave and honest telling of Gordly's life. She shares the challenges and struggles she faced
growing up black in Portland in the 1950s and 1960s, as well as her determination to attend college, the
dedication to activism that took her from Portland to Africa, and her eventual decision to run for a seat in the
state legislature.

That words have power is a constant undercurrent in Gordly's account and a truth she learned early in life.
"Growing up, finding my own voice," she writes, "was tied up with denying my voice or having it forcefully
rejected and in all of that the memory of my father is very strong. To this day--and I am today a very
experienced public speaker--preparation to speak takes a great deal of energy." That this memoir has its
origins as an oral history is fitting since Gordly has used her voice, out loud, to teach and inspire others for
so many years.

Important as a biographical account of one significant Oregonian's story, the book also contributes "broader
narratives touching on Black history (and Oregon's place within it), and most particularly the politics
associated with being an African American woman," according to series editor Melody Rose.

The inaugural volume in the Women and Politics in the Pacific Northwest Series (series editor, Melody
Rose)
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From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Remembering the Power of Words: The
Life of an Oregon Activist, Legislator, and Community Leader (Women and Politics in the Pacific
Northwest) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Ronald Fowler:

The experience that you get from Remembering the Power of Words: The Life of an Oregon Activist,
Legislator, and Community Leader (Women and Politics in the Pacific Northwest) is a more deep you
digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but Remembering the Power of Words: The Life of an Oregon Activist,
Legislator, and Community Leader (Women and Politics in the Pacific Northwest) giving you buzz feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read
this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this specific Remembering the Power of Words: The Life of an Oregon Activist,
Legislator, and Community Leader (Women and Politics in the Pacific Northwest) instantly.

Joe Bell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Remembering the Power of Words: The Life of an
Oregon Activist, Legislator, and Community Leader (Women and Politics in the Pacific Northwest) can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Beside this specific Remembering the Power of Words: The Life of an Oregon Activist, Legislator, and
Community Leader (Women and Politics in the Pacific Northwest) in your phone, it could give you a way to



get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Remembering the Power of Words: The Life of an Oregon Activist, Legislator, and
Community Leader (Women and Politics in the Pacific Northwest) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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